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Nurobod District Development Commitee was established with the support of UNDP in 2001. In the same year, the UNDP provided the Committee with USD15,750 to issue small loans to local community members for small business development.  Furthermore, the region’s residents, especially women, also receive small loan from Aga-Khan Fund, which has been active in the region since 1998 through the Committee. Women can receive loans from 500 to 1,000 Tajik somoni.  Commercial banks also operate in the district, however mostly men receive loans from these banks.


According to the District Development Committee staff members of Nurobod District in Rasht Valley in central Tajikistan, women have recently become engaged in apicultural activities (bee-keeping). These women have commented that it is not so difficult to be involved in apiculture.  All that is required is funds to purchase necessary inputs, such as a bee-keeping facility and bees.  
Zarkhon Hisorieva  is living in the village Obi Murud” in Khumdon Jamoat of Nurobod district.  She has recently become engaged in agricultural activities, mostly bee-keeping and fruit and vegetable cultivation.  Her household plot is 0.3ha, which has almost all types of fruit trees and vegetables such as potato, cabbage, beans, pumpkin and onion.  When asked about her honey production, Zarhkon mentions that “the honey produced in the village of “Obi Murud” is clearly distinguished by its unique taste, which distincly relates to the many garden areas and the mountainous herbs which shroud the local environs”.  
Zarkhol decided to start her apiculture business due to previously not being able to secure a livelihood for her family.  Her husband is unemployed and her children are too young to generate an income.  She was able to get some initial capital to start up the business from taking a loan from the District Development Committee loans fund.    Zarkhol reflected on how she came about establishing her bee-keeping business, mentioning that once, a representative from the Development Committee [of their village] had previously conducted a meeting with the local community, encouraging people to  access micro-finance to establish business or agricultural activities.  Initially, In  2005, Zarkhol initially took a loan of USD800 with the monthly interest rate of 1.5% and purchased 10 boxes of bees, sugar and other equipment necessary for apicultural activities. Her husband and a relative taught her how to manage beekeeping.  

Zarkhol works on the bee-keeping business with her son and two daughters.  During their first harvest in 2006, Zarkhol’s family were able to obtain a high yield of 20kg of honey per box [of bees], and hence managed repay their loan within this first harvest period.  In addition to this, their profit came from 50% of the production within the first harvest.  During the following year in 2007,  Zarkhol’s harvest almost doubled along with her profit margin and from this point she began to develop and follow a business plan to support her business growth from  production of 26 to 100 boxes of bees, almost a 400% increase in production.  Her intention is to increase her production and support other families in the local area to establish their own bee-keeping apiculture businesses.
Currently, the Government of Tajikistan, ministries and agencies have been adopting different programmes promoting new job creation in rural areas to contrbute to poverty reduction.  One solution to this however, is to promote local level small business development through development programme interventions – such as the apiculture business development which Zarkhol has created for her family’s livelihood security.
