SHAHLO’S CONCERNS
In comparison to other districts of Rasht Valley Area, Jirgatol is situated in the most remote part of the region.  Jirgatol has some of the most favourable conditions agricultural development within Tajikistan, producing most of the country’s apples and potatoes. 
Jirgatol has a Micro-Finance Loans Fund (MLF) established called Ehyoi Kuhiston, which means “Revival of Mountanous Areas”. The Fund was established by nine small loan organizations based in nearby districts.  Currently, the Fund has a portfolio of approximately 2 million Tajik Somoni, which is disbursed currently across to 10,679 borrowers.  The loans are used mostly for the development of potato growing, horticulture, livestock breeding, apiculture and small enterprise development.  
In Pildon Jamoat, Shahlo Gulova who is a 42 year old woman lives with her three children. Shahlo decided to take a loan as her husband, like many thousands of Tajik men, had migrated to Russia for several years and did not return remittances back to his family. Shahlo believes and hopes that one day her husband may return to their home in Pildon village.  She mentioned, that she decided to take a micro-finance loan due to livelihood issue, she was struggling to support her children.  
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Shahlo reflects that, “life is very difficult in mountainous areas, particularly in our district, where the winter is very long. Our family has also run into many financial difficulties. When my husband left for Russia, I hoped that our life would change. But, on the contrary, our living situation became worse.  My husband did not succeed in earning, or we can say in other words, he was not sending remittances. Aside from my household plot, I have a plot of land allocated under the presidential programme.  I have also rented a small spot of land. I thought and decided that if I do not use these plots of land my life would increasingly worsen. We, rural women, are not afraid of working hard in the field, and my son was also old enough to assist me. However, I did not have funds for cultivation and purchase of seeds so I decided to approach the District Development Committee (DDC), which issues micro-finance loans to the local community.  The DDC issued me USD300 with a 2.5% interest rate. To be honest, I have never borrowed money before, however I did not have any other choice since my family’s livelihood situation suffered, particularly during the crisis.  If one kg of sugar costs 3.5 Tajik somoni in Dushanbe, its price is 4.5 Tajik somoni in our district. We usually have long winters, and if we do not store and reserve food items in autumn, it will be difficult to access adequate food supplies during the winter months.   With the USD300 loan, my son and I planted 1 hectare of potato crop.  Together with my children, we worked very hard on the crop and it is doing really well”

According to her preliminary calculations, Shahlo believes that her net profit on her potato crop will equate to approximately 1000 US dollars.  Shahlo believes however, that the interest rates for the micro-finance loans are too high. She believes that providing women with long-term and low-interest loans will be more effective in sustainable economic development for women. 

Shahlo mentioned that the main source of income for the district’s population is remittances revenue obtained from potato sales. Shahlo hopes that the local community can find a way to engage agricultural experts on crop diversification and which crops are suitable for the related season and land area and to increase the yield on potato crop production.  Since she expanded her land plot to grow potatoes this year, Shahlo has concerns about potential difficulties of this sector such as farmers not being able to obtain a high quality potato, and most seeds are not locally propagated but rather imported from Pakistan and surrounding countries.   Given that many males are absent from farming responsibility, Shahlo hopes that the women farmers in her community can collectively find ways to overcome such issues.
