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Dushanbe, April 8, 2008 – Today Benita Ferrero-Waldner, European Union (EU) Commissioner for External Relations and European Neighbourhood Policy, visited Tajikistan and met with General Mirzo, Commander of the Tajik Border Forces. 

She visited the Training Centre of the Tajik Border Forces, which was constructed and refurbished by the EU Border Management in Central Asia (BOMCA) Programme and handed over to border guards in June 2007. 
Training of border guards is one of the priority areas of the Tajik Government. In the light of the withdrawal of the Russian Border Troops from the Tajik-Afghan border the issue of professional border staff is crucial. 
The major task of the Centre in Dushanbe is to train qualified border guards who will be serving at about 35 Border Crossing Points along Tajikistan borders. 
Now the newly refurbished and equipped Centre provides short and long term courses with total capacity of 350-400 cadets. Training package includes methods of operation to increase the effectiveness of law enforcement agencies and integrated border management for border guards.
Renovation works at the training facility of the Border Forces were undertaken by BOMCA in 2005 and aimed at enhancing of border management in Tajikistan. 

In addition to provision of infrastructure, the main objective as set forth by the European Commission, the European Union’s assistance coordinating agency, is to encourage the Central Asian states to adopt the principles and practices of a European Integrated Border Management (IBM) approach thus contributing to the facilitation of legitimate trade and transit and reducing the illicit movement of goods and people in Central Asia. 

For the Training Centre the BOMCA Programme provided sixty computer sets with printers, copiers, and furniture for office use, accommodation for cadets, and kitchen equipment. 
Total project costs together with furniture and equipment amounted to US$ 1.4 million.
The main objective of the new, sixth phase of the BOMCA Programme is to demonstrate to Central Asian Governments the benefits of a European Union IBM approach for the facilitation of trade and transit, through model projects at Border Crossing points on major Central Asian trade corridors.
The European Union will foster Institutional Reform in border management; strengthen training capacities in Central Asia; continue strengthening infrastructure capacities along trade and transit corridors in Central Asia.

For more information: Mr. Suhrob Kaharov, Country Manager, tel: (992 47) 441 0670/0763,
e-mail: suhrob.kaharov@undp.org  

